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The paper asks a simple question: Can courts protect democracy? At the 

backdrop of a constitutional crisis in Israel and global democratic 

erosion, the article confronts three challenges - which notion of 

democracy are we to protect (liberal v. illiberal; substantive v. formal) ; 

can courts actually protect democracy and what should courts do when 

they are under political pressure. Throughout the discussion, the article 

also seeks to reveal the false dichotomy of those who argue that courts 

cannot prevent a democratic failure. 
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